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In the early morning the Germans appear on the meadows. Their white hair flow through the ocean of grass. Their silver glass-frames spark cheerfully in the sun (…)

 “Why someone would be interested in our house – I asked Marta irritated.

And she answered:

· Because he built it.  (Tokarczuk 1998, 89)

You should not have problems with her. Those—who have not left yet, behave calmly. They know, that their time is limited… (Kujawska 2007, 103)

My friends, just as the renaissance scholars, discover in these hard times that the deceitful female element could interfere in the seriousness of their meeting… (Filipiak 1997, 153)

When a men go to war or to revolution, women stay at home. While men enter the public—this open and foreign space, women remain in the intimate space—home. However, home does not stay untouched. It is also transformed into the front by the turmoil of war-time. This home-front, nevertheless, mix the intimate, friendly and familiar space with the public, dangerous, and odd space. In such a front one cannot distinguish the sphere of fight and undisturbed home, the space of war and space of peace. In such a front, the intimate memories muddle up with fears, horror, struggle, despair. Moreover, the war—these whims of the political history—make women and their children leave their houses and re-domesticate the other, foreign home, where the intimacy has to be re-built. This process is always accompanied with the presence and help of other women. The women’s neighbourship during the political turmoil make the intimate possible in the most difficult circumstance, even though the husbands of the women are the biggest enemies there, in the open, war fronts.


I will concentrate on the topic of home as an intimate space and the women’s neighbourship and their friendship, companionship or hatred as present in two themes:

1) The theme of theme of German expelling from their houses in the Western territories and Gdańsk (Danzig) after the WWII. The experience of Polish woman who are moving into the German houses and they have to leave  a transitory time with women—the German owners of the houses is a theme of the novel by Ewa Kujawska The House of Margaret (2007). This theme of home— this intimate space transformed by the war—is also present in the novel of Olga Tokarczuk House of the Day, House of the Night (1998).

2) The next theme, connected with the previous one with the role of politics and the war in women’s lives is the role of neigbourship in the  Slidarity “revolution. I will show it by scrutinizing the novel by Izabela Filipiak Blue Menagerie (1997). I will show how friendship between the landlady and the tenant is destroyed when the Solidarity revolution comes. How the artist’s home, the space of tolerance and open-mindedness is transformed by politics and ideology? How the close intimate relations is destroyed by the invasion of the politics and ideology of national identity
 into the home space?


I would like to investigate the female physical experience of the strange neighbourship during the war-time and connected to it political history as seen from the intimate perspective  in the literary texts of the women’s writers. I will concentrate on the questions: how this difficult neighbourship is possible? How does it change our perceiving the war, its myths and legends? How does the intimate space of home influence the intimacy between people? How the intimacy is destroyed by the war? What is the role of femininity in this home and war fronts? How, at last, home protects the intimacy from the invasion of politics, of the strange, aggressive other?


The space of home in the texts I show mostly by the women’s and their children bodies, by physicality of their emotions, beauty and ugliness, their illnesses. I will concentrate mostly how the literary representation of the human physical body reacted on the  “impossible naighbourship” when the stranger become the intimate witness and participants of one’s life, and how such a neighbourship change the intimacy itself.  
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