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Neighbourship of Women and Generations in War

I. Grekova’s Novel Ship of Widows and Natalya Baranskaya’s Remembrance Day

War is a defining moment for a nation. Countries are born and abolished in wars and for that reason war also has a great impact on the identity politics of a nation. It is often the closest neighbour that becomes the enemy in war and the line between “us” and “them” is drawn more clearly than ever. In this context neighbourship is a space of differentiation. War is also “… a gendering activity, one that ritually marks the gender of all members of a society whether or not they are combatants”
. Most often this gendered “ritual mark” follows the division of the society to male (combatant) and female (non-combatant) subjects. The symbolical significance of gender becomes even stronger than during the time of peace. However the division is not just symbolical, but also very concrete: combatants are located at the front line and non-combatants at the home front, which results in the interruption of the intimacy of families and generations (Mannheim). Conclusively, I will pay attention to the interruptions of intimacy caused by the war between families, generations and men and women in Soviet women’s war writing on the II WW. But what divides will also unite: 

 “They’re widows my family now – formed not by choice but by chance” 

(Grekova 1981, 17) 

Irina Grekova (1907-2002) depicts in her novel The Ship of Widows (Вдовий Пароход, 1981) five widows from different social classes who are brought together by the Second World War. The communal apartment becomes a new family for them, and not only for the time of war, but until the end of their lives. Natalya Baranskaya’s (1908-2004) novel the Remembrance Day (День Поминовения, 1989) portrays the lives of seven heroines before, during and after the Second World War. In the same way as Grekova’s heroines they are brought together by the war. Through Ship of Widows and Remembrance Day I will look into the emerging of new kind of family and intimacy (or the lack of it) between women during the war. 
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